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Unresolved Tensions After
World War |

The British Government in Indlia has not only deprived the Ingjan

. . people of thej
freedom, but has debased it economically, politically, o

Culturally, and Spiritually.

—Indian National Congress, Declaration of Purna Swaraj
(Independence Day Resolution, January 26, 1930)

Essential Question: How did continuities and changes in territorial holdings
create tensions after World War [?

As economic crises beset countries after World War I, unresolved disputes
over the control of land continued to fester. The victors in the war, European
powers and Japan, generally kept or expanded control over colonial territories.
However, anti-imperial resistance was growing throughout Asia and Africa.
Ina larger context, the spread of nationalism in these regions was part of the
same global trend that included the breakup of empires in Europe, the success
of communism in Russia, and the spread of anti-immigrant sentiments in the
United States. The example of Turkey’s push for self-determination was already
discussed in Topic 7.1. Similarly, events such as the May 4th Movement in
Chi.na and groups such as the Indian National Congress demonstrated how
Nationalism was spreading throughout the world.

Effects of the War

The cffects o World War I varied around the world. The United States
?;Oép-e ed because of all the war materials and agricultural products it Stﬁii
suff 1ain and the other Allies. By contrast, the Eu.ropean countrleds
fered the greatest damage in the war were economically devastated.

bre“},z'ffeﬂs on Colonial Lands While nationalist moveme;?sahiﬁeb;‘zfrl
rene\:,ng for decades in colonies in South Asia ‘and West A rl/i f,rican .
siane t e.hopes of people in these regions for mde;-)endeni]e;;3 prirsrp
ffort ?olomj‘ll troops contributed thousands of soldiers tol Fatmperial
W r-sn addition, th;g disastrous war showed co_lor}lal peoples

ensn “1 s Britain and France were not invmmliiliha

experien A1 propaganda during the war had pred}c_te
*¢In the war would lead to a great uprising aga

t colonial soldiers’
inst colonial rule.
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Burkina Ffzi),aﬂ d loss of life on both sides that the Frep
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It. The rebellion forced the French to IeCognize thes Vo .

e he people they colonized. After World vy, | At theyhad
an obligation (0 10 P h colonies assisted in colonial admjp;; "Wy,
veterans from the French € Stratig, afl;
they re}ur?zgdhgr::l;le,s war experiences raised their eXpectatiop,
thou(;ﬁtogl at the principle of self-determination, as expr.esseq in W SO;}'

n Points, would get them closer to self-rule. Natlonall in Ac:
Er(:(lilrrseia hoped that the blood they had shed for their “hop,
would earn them some respect from Western Europe and tj

ization process.

decﬂz‘::ever, t}Fe peace conference’s Big Three—David Lloyg Geary
Woodrow Wilson, and Georges Clemenceau (after Italy left)—ye I
interested in freeing the colonies. After World War I, European POwer
granted self-determination only to white countries in Eastern Europe. Migg
Eastern lands that had been a part of the Ottoman Empire came under the
control of France and Britain in the League of Nations mandate system. Forme
German colonies in Africa had the same fate. German territor

ies and spheres
of influence in East Asia and the Pacific were transferred to various victoriou
nations of World War I. India and nearly every nation in Africa—as well a

ontinued to be controlled by European nations.
. WI'ISOII even refused to meet with group of Vietnamese nationalists,
meluding a young Ho Chi Minh, who asked to speak with him abou
fg})f\;geterrtnlr}atlon for Vietnam, This rejection fueled stronger nationalis
parts r:;‘;;rzgact}lgnxes Scattered across the southern rim of Asia and it
sown largely in.the ZﬁSeeds of African, Arab, and Asian nationalism wer
fruition until mycp latei@ath of World War [, although they did not come 0
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P ica and the Middle East

Another source of conflict arose in 1917,

when the British government
od the Balfour Declaration, which stateq that Palestine should become 4
jssu

Mandates in the Middle East After World War |
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Anti-ColoniaIism in South Asia

e
— ticolonial activis
The setback presented by the Paris Conference m%):teig:; Congress formed
©redoyble their efforts. In South Asia, the In.dlal‘:he colonial government. By
W the late 19¢p, century to air grievances against
€en

. .o for independence.
dof Worlq War I in 1918, it had become a Strong voice 10

; f 1919, a t the
Massacre o Amritsar In the spring © ritsar, Punjab, 0 progestival,
e onalisys gathered in a public garden in Amritsah during a Sikh 1es

lace : idered
TSt Of 1y freedom fighters. The protest took Eity which Sikhs consi
Which had attracted thousands of villagers to the citys

9, a group of Indian

UNRESOLVED TEN



ongs Welt pPratmamo COlonia]
holy. Although tl;esfl};; pﬁblic gatherings illegal. Armed Colomalgfoxrxemmem
a

iR . 0
had recentlg’ srl?ot(si into the unarmed crowd, killing an estimateq 379 pef)esleﬁ 'Y
hundreds 0 o . ang
woundini 1 2?:;11:11 n(;;ssacre radicalized many Indians. It CONvince
The Amrl

: Mog,
bers of the Indian National Congress that independence fropy, Brisy \T:te
members '

d.
the only way forwar b
Gandhi By the 1920s, Mohandas Gandhi had brought the Congregy,

cause fo the Indian masses and caught the attelilt:jon of the worlg, 4
“devotion-to-truth”) movement embarked on a campaign of .
sa}tyag; f‘hac(e that encouraged Indians to break unjust laws and serve jail timél
gﬁ:slc):eaclggns, he believed, would stir the; c;ons_ciousnesg Qf }hg emp_ire and
international community and expose the Injustice of Britain’s imperi| Syste

Gandhi, who came to be known by Indians as N.[ahatma,.or “the grey
soul,” led a boycott against British goods. After returning to India frop South
Africa, Gandhi wore the traditional cotton Hindu dhoti rather than the Wester.
style suits he had worn as a lawyer in Natal. Wearing homespun clotheg Was
a form of protest against British fabrics made from Indian cotton and sog to
Indians at inflated prices.

One of Gandhi’s first campaigns became known as the Salt Marech. British
authorities had made it illegal for Indians to produce their own sea salt. Th
commodity was easy to make in the tropical country, but Britain wanted 2
monopoly onsalt. In 1930, Gandhi led thousands of Indians to the Arabian Sez
and simply picked up a few grains of salt, in defiance of Britain’s unjust edict
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The g‘t;(;- independence movement
0

" ers.t national identity. Muslim leader
1ts
defin®

of the

Colonia] Sentiment was building,

disagreeq about hoyw India shoulq

MuhammadAli inna

Muslim minority in the largely Hingy 1
u i '

- €. He was concerned that
ggftlg Asian independenc ia. He Proposed

eparate state, Pakistan, that Would include the he
creating @ s sastem parts of South Asia. This Proposal made
western an ndhi and Jawaharlal Nehry, whq eventually beca
including G2 r, anxious about the regijon’s future, Although in
rime mmlﬁs)trefndia and Pakistan until after World War 11, ¢
pot come 10T i

everal leaders,
me India’s fipg¢
dependence did

n domination.
id suffer from Europea on.’
g;l)read of the desire for self-determination

I acked down
ofa population of 17 million. The occupying Japanese forces cr

irst Movement
killing several thousand Kore:ans. But the March F
“monstrated the power of Korean nationalism.

. War I, China
The May Fourth Movement in China.D(‘;ﬂ::far\g,lorll(st,OOO Chinese
“Upported  the Allies. Britain and France hire gt wrls, Eing Hioned
0 work in factories, dig trenches and do Ot.her’ Sggsire to reclaim German-
that the Victorious Alljes would support China’s ortheast China. However,
"ontrolled [an4 on the Shandong Peninsula in %Onference in 1919, Great
P Wanteq the same land. At the Paris Peace hinese intellectuals and
ltaip fance sided with Japan. Infuriated, 'Cning on May 4, 1919.
¥orkers Staged anti-Japanese demonstfa;‘%n;.nl;?;glgrowing nationaln(siﬁ}nif:g
e m t symbolize I an, many Chi
Gem yor ggggtr?cov:?;:redyby Europe’s support frczirgt?g Marxist model o f
ecteg estern-gt ley . overnment. They turned t O“éathe Chinese Communis
the Soviet Union S}év e%al May Fourth leaders joine
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s after ;nz he nationalists.

. CCP) was foundeq ;
r the cO ulllst Party ( €d 1p 19
we e Chines® C(l)rglll: Mao Zedong (or Mao TSe-tung), thezsl' It
. Iy le ho Was inspired by.the Communjgt :n o
[nstead (;f enefgiZing.th? working ({lasses Of Ch; es:tlg.l
in Russia. 11 o believed that China’s communist revolytjq, o iy
howeveb * revolt of peasants, who made up the vagt Majoriy Ofe

pased on th

) lation.
China’s popY _ -
Nationalist Party, Or Kuomintang, was Je( by Suny,

i « The Chinesedevote d to full independence and industrializat -

) : ; lon,
sen. He wa 1 Mao’s forces to free China from foreign dop N

ied wit : : . inj
; 23 :rltl;c:gv:’ the warlords. Following Sun’s death in 1925, Chiango?( i

. ; . 2
shek took control of the Nationalist Party. Chiang was 3 ¢ - 1

five
and had a deep-seate

d distrust of communism. In 1927, Chiang; e
tiacked and nearly annihilated Mao’s forces, initiating the Chipes,

Civil War.

The Long March Mao and remnants of the Chinese Communis py,
retreated into China’s interior, where for several years they trained in hidin
1934, Chiang’s forces again attacked Mao’s army in the rural areas of Jiagi
After the attack, Mao’s forces began the Long March, a year-long, 6,000u:
long retreat. It traversed treacherous mountains, deep marshes, and extren!
dry deserts. Of the 80,000 or more who began the Long March, only 0t
remained to assemble in 1935 in northern China.

Howl;:}z/eer Cheinese Communist Party was weak after the Long hlaf
their con;mpin?f:;tti aiilmlr?d Mao apd his army’s tremendous sta]r(rinllemwR
important or oy O their ideals. This support among peasants Wou -

uccess of the Communists in winning control of the c0™
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- erialism. Se€ Topic 5.6.)
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Japan continued to expand its empire yngjj 945

ded. It seized the Phl!lpplnes (under partia] Us.
enlltch East Indies, Bl‘ltlsh. Malaya, Burma, ang
?apan termed these territories thg Great
Although Japan claimed t.o be liberati
people in the region experienced J apan

» the year World War II
control at the time), the
umerous Pacifyc islands,
er East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere,

ng people from Western Imperialism
as a conqueror. ’

Resistance to French Rule in West Africa
As in South Asia, people all over Africa

they were not self-employed attorneys or doctors.
Africans under colonial rule resisted the colo

nizers. Black workers in
ca staged a series of strike

s, including a strike of railway

\
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HORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS

{, Use the passage below to answer all parts of the question
that follows.

“We hereby decl.are that Korea is an independent state and that Koreans
are a se}f—govemlng .pe(.)ple. We proclaim it to the nations of the world in
affirmation of the principle of the equality of all nations, and we proclaim

it to our.posterity, preserving in perpetuity the right of national survival. We
make this declaration on the strength of five thousand years of history as an

expression of the devotion and loyalty of twenty million people. . ..”
Korean Declaration of Independence, March 1, 1919

“We, having been living in one corner of the world for several decades, must
ask ourselves what is the level of our national strength and our civilization.
‘This is the final awakening of which I speak. To put it another way, if we open
our eyes and take a hard look at the situation within our country and abroad,

what place does our country and our people occupy, and what actions should
we take?”

Chen Duxiu, Chinese Communist Party leader,
Our Final Awakening, 1916

(A) Explain ONE way that the ideas from the Korean declaration are
similar to the ideas in Duxiu’s statement.

(B) Describe ONE way World War I influenced colonized states.

©) Explain ONE historical result after 1900 of League of Nations
Mandates.

2. Answey all parts of the question that follows. .
) Describe ONE example of new forms of nationalism
War L. .
®) Explain ONE example of an imperial stat€ that gained €
through conquest after World War I.

(C . , .
) Explain ONE example of an imperial state t

after World
rritory

that gained territory




